
Michigan 4-H Youth Development 
Seven Guiding Principles  

for Positive Youth Development 

Berrien County MSU Extension 
1737 Hillandale Road 

Benton Harbor, MI 49022-9630 
Phone: 269-927-5674 

1. Youth develop positive relationships with adults and peers. 

2. Youth are physically and emotionally safe. 

3. Youth are actively engaged in their own development. 

4. Youth are considered participants rather than recipients in the 
learning  process. 

5. Youth develop skills that help them succeed. 

6. Youth recognize, understand and appreciate multi-culturalism. 

7. Youth grow and contribute as active citizens through service 
and leadership. 

MSU is an affirmative action, equal-opportunity employer.  Michigan State University Extension 
programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender 
identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, 
family status or veteran status. 

Berrien County 4-H Vision: 
To make a positive difference in  

the lives of Berrien County youth. 

I pledge… 
My HEAD to clearer thinking,  
My HEART to greater loyalty, 
My HANDS to larger service, and  
My HEALTH to better living, for my club,  
 my community, my country and my world. 

BERRIEN COUNTY 

4-H YOUTH PROGRAM 



Working closely with the Leaders Council is the Berrien County 4-H 
Foundation, Inc.  This is a group of citizens and 4-H Leaders who oversee 
investments that provide the majority of the 4-H Youth Program  

funding. Lastly, the Michigan  
State University Extension 
Office provides the management 
of the 4-H Youth Program and 
takes care of the day-to-day 
operations.   

4-H in Berrien County is an important segment of a much larger 
Youth Development Program administered by the Berrien County  
Extension of Michigan State University’s College of Agriculture &  
Natural Resources. The efforts at youth development include the  
traditional club-centered 4-H program plus a variety of in school,  
after-school, and collaborative  programs through community partners. 

Berrien County 4-H achieves  
success through five major units.  
The first is the 4-H Club. Members 
can belong to one or more clubs 
that are organized by an adult Club 
Coordinator. The second major units 
are the County Committees and  
Associations. These groups set the 
standards for projects,  and a wide 
variety of activities.  The next unit is 
the  4-H Leaders Council.   

This elected body consists of both adults and teens and serves as the  
governing body for 4-H.      

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 

For additional information,  
please contact the  

Michigan State University Extension 
Office in Berrien County  

at 269-927-5674.  

Al-Bar    Pam McCalebb    we_luv_paints@yahoo.com            269-362-3252 

Backyard Renegades    Amanda Pullins  amandapullins84@gmail.com         269-208-3572 

Baroda Bunnies   Tracy Clare  tracybennettclare@gmail.com        269-944-3247 

Best Friends   Linda Shannon-Chaillet shannollet@sbcglobal.net            269-934-0462 

Boots "N" Saddles   Debbie Schmaltz  schmaltzfarms@aol.com            269-422-2696 

Country Kids   Laura Desjardin  Laura_Desjardin@yahoo.com          269-362-1343 

Countrysiders   Donna Janke  jroost@att.net             269-944-2072 

Cribbs    Kay Janke  basketladie@yahoo.com            269-944-1634 

Double Bridle   Betsy McCray  renegadestables22@yahoo.com     269-362-2485 

Four Flags   Brenda Kniebes  bkniebes@hotmail.com            269-921-4756 

Fuzzy Friends   Chris Hampton  mamazlamaz@gmail.com            269-422-1366 

Galien Chanters   Rosie Flanagan                 269-695-2928 

Great Expectations    Cindy Nimtz  circlecstable@hotmail.com            269-208-9152 

High Spirits    Chrissy Bradford  canterloper@aol.com            269-362-2915 

Infinite Crowns   Christina Castaneda triplecrownsbunnies@gmail.com   574-904-7529 

LEAD    Beth Ferry Contact the Berrien County MSU Extension   269-927-5674 

On the Rail                 Suzette Hendershott             suz2350@yahoo.com                         574-302-1177 

Rainbow Tracks   Sue Glossinger  saggyacres@hotmail.com            269-695-9863 

Red Bud Country     Elaine McKee  emckee_27@hotmail.com             269-414-6319 

Redbud Gypsies   Alyssa Carl  Alyssa@redbudgypsies.com           269-697-434 

RV Wranglers     Lisa Rossman  lrossman@csinet.net            269-469-2171 

South Lakers   Wendy Monroe  udderlynat@csinet.net            269-422-1132 

Stewart    Roberta Luttke                269-429-3854 

Straight Shooters   Julie Holtsclaw  flyinggardener94@aol.com            269-277-2233 

Teen/Service   Freida Keefer  freida.keefer@yahoo.com                269-545-2247 

The Crew                     Chantal Casto  chantal_casto@yahoo.com            269-687-5853 

T&C Paws & Pals   Nancy Carpenter  carpente.n@sbcglobal.net            269-461-4032 

Tryon Saddle   Karen Kietzer  karenkaykietzer@gmail.com            269-465-7112 

Tryon Saddle   Roxy Cochran  d1235k@sbcglobal.net            269-429-7205 

Tumbleweeds   Tami Gear  gear.tami@gmail.com            269-208-3944 

We Can Ride   Charity Hackett  chackettwcr@gmail.com            269-927-5674 

INTERESTED IN JOINING? 

Contact a club near you today!   



EAU CLAIRE  

Great Expectations - Horse & Pony 

LEAD - Swine, Sheep, Leadership, Animal Science Notebooks,  

GALIEN 

Galien Chanters - Beef, Clothing, Electric, Flower Gardening, Foods &  
Nutrition, Goats,  Photography, Poultry,  Rabbits, Swine, Ceramics, Cats,  
Needlework, Tin Punch, Quilting, Environmental  Science, Horticulture,  
Home Design, Crocheting, Knitting, Cake Deco-
rating, Bowling 

NILES 
The Crew - Rabbits, Poultry, Arts & Crafts 

SODUS  
Town & Country-Paws & Pals - Dogs  

STEVENSVILLE 
Derbyshire - Horse & Pony, Animal Science 
Notebooks, Horse Hippology 

Stewart - Sewing, Woodworking (age 10 & up), Crocheting 
 

ST. JOSEPH  
Best Friends - Dogs for disabled youth 

Tryon 4-H Saddle Club - Horse & Pony, Animal Science Notebooks 

THREE OAKS 
River Valley Wranglers - Arts & Crafts, Photography, Horse & Pony, Horse 
Judging, Sewing, Poultry, Beef, Rabbits, Community Service, Goats, Sheep, 
Swine, Woodworking 

WATERVLIET  

Four Flags - Horse & Pony  

Straight Shooters - Shooting Sports: Archery, Shotgun, Trap, 22 Rifle,  
Air Rifle, BB Gun, Muzzle Loading 

Country Kids - Sheep, Beef, Swine, Horse, Poultry, Rabbits, Team Building, 

Careers, Animal Science Notebooks, Community Service 

BERRIEN COUNTY 4-H CLUBS CONT. 

The combined efforts of parents, 
leaders, resource personnel, and the 
Michigan State University  Extension 
staff provide opportunities for the 
youth of Berrien County to learn, 
grow, and have fun!  Berrien County 4
-H averages 600 members, 33 clubs, 
and is supported by over 200 adult 
volunteers. 

WHY JOIN BERRIEN COUNTY 4-H? 

4-H in Berrien County offers a wide 
range of personal development  
experiences through projects that  
focus on gaining life skills that help 
youth succeed. Members range 
from age 5 through 19.  5-8 year 
old programming is activity-based,  
cooperative, fun and experiential. It 
allows youth members a variety of 
learning opportunities with a  
non-competitive focus.  
Based on age-appropriateness, 
members can also be involved in: 

 Tours of many places around the county and state 

 Local, state and national events that allow you to travel and 
meet 4-H’ers from our state, our country, and our world 

 Everlasting friendships 

 Developing skills to last a lifetime 

 Citizenship Washington Focus as a 15-19 year old to spend a 
week visiting the nation’s capital 

 Exploration Days places 11-19 year olds on the Michigan State 
University campus for 3 days of classes and activities 

 Making a difference in our community 



BERRIEN COUNTY 4-H CLUBS 

Clubs are the core of the Berrien  
County 4-H Youth Program.  

Relationships with caring adults, 
enhancing life skills, and spending 
positive time with peers in a safe 
environment are the strengths of 
the 4-H club program. Some focus 
on the young people in a given  
community while others focus on a 
particular subject area; and involve 
young people from all across  
Berrien County. The following is a 
list of the active 4-H Clubs in Berrien 
County and some of the projects 
that they offer.  

Most of our clubs are  also active 
in leadership, volunteerism, and 
citizenship development with an 
emphasis on community service.  

BAINBRIDGE  

Cribbs - Baskets 

BARODA 

Baroda Bunnies - Rabbits  

Boots N Saddles - Horse & Pony, Arts & Crafts, Goats, Personalization, 
Sewing, Animal Science Notebook, Flower Arranging, Woodworking,  

Fuzzy Friends - Llamas, Rabbits, Poultry, Art & Crafts, Animal Science 
Notebooks, Robotics 

High Spirits - Horse & Pony 

BENTON HARBOR  

Backyard Renegades - Beef, Animal Evaluation, Biological Sciences, 
Birds, Cats, Citizenship & Civic Engagement, Dairy, Dogs, Community 
Service, Goats, Poultry, Arts & Crafts, Horse & Pony, Small Animals, 
Swine, Sheep, Rabbits/Cavies, Veterinary Sciences, Animal Science 
Notebooks, Introductory 4-H Projects 

Infinite Crowns - Rabbits & Cavies, Animal Science Notebooks, Birds  
& Poultry, Introductory 4-H Projects, Small, Animals, Pocket Pets,  
|Veterinary Science 

Tumbleweeds - Horse & Pony 

Teen/Service - Youth Entrepreneurism, 
Community Service 

BERRIEN SPRINGS 

Double Bridle - Horse & Pony  

Redbud Country Goat - Goats, Rabbits, 
Poultry, Swine, Animal Science, Food &  
Nutrition, Sewing, Quilting, Personalization, 
Arts & Crafts 

BRIDGMAN  

South Lakers - Arts & Crafts, Crocheting, Foods & Nutrition, Sewing, 
Woodworking, Weaving, Photography, Home Design, Quilting,  
Personalization 

BUCHANAN 

Al-Bar - Horse & Pony 

On the Rail - Horse & Pony, Food & Nutrition, Cake Decorating,  
Animal Science, Expressive Arts and Crafts 

Rainbow Tracks - Poultry, Goats, Rabbits/Cavies, Sheep,Animal  
Science  Notebooks, Sewing, Horse & Pony, Swine, Knitting &  
Crocheting, Sewing 

Redbud Gypsies - Horse & Pony 

We Can Ride – 4-H therapeutic horseback riding and  stable  
management  for youth with Disabilities - PEP program 

COLOMA  

Countrysiders - Arts & Crafts, Bowling, Cats, Sewing, Ceramics,  
Flower Arranging, Rabbits, Horticulture, Photography,  
Woodworking,Animal Science Notebooks, Foods & Nutrition 


